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ABSTRACT: Pedicularis kaufmannii Pinzger has been recorded in Kulaszne in the Bieszczady
Mts (the Carpathians) and this is the first discovery of the species in Poland. The species is brief-
ly described and a map of its geographical distribution in Europe is provided.
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During a field trip in the Bieszczady Mountains in May 1999, a locality of Pedicularis
kaufmannii Pinzger was found. The species had not been reported from Poland before
(Jasiewicz 1963; Mirek et al. 1995). The locality was discovered in Kulaszne (lat.
49o25′N, long. 22o10′E). The specimens grew in wayside grass surrounding a cemetery
on a slope ca 570 m a.s.l. In the community of Pedicularis kaufmannii the following
species were found: (Char. Molinio-Arrhenatheretea) – Achillea millefolium, Arrhenathe-
rum elatius, Bromus inermis, Dactylis glomerata, Galium boreale, Galium mollugo, Ger-
anium pratense, Knautia arvensis, Salvia verticillata, Tragopogon pratensis, Trifolium
pratense, Vicia cracca; (Char. Festuco-Brometea) – Bromus erectus, Filipendula vul-
garis, Plantago media, Sanguisorba minor; (Char. Trifolio-Geranietea sanguinei) – Agri-
monia eupatoria, Coronilla varia, Clinopodium vulgare, Medicago falcata; and (others)
– Artemisia vulgaris, Convolvulus arvensis, Cruciata glabra, Cuscuta epithymum, Pimpi-
nella saxifraga, Polygala vulgaris (nomenclature after Mirek et al. 1995).

The whole population of Pedicularis kaufmannii (ca 20–30 specimens) occupied an
area of 10 m2. However, based on present knowledge it is difficult to determine whether
the locality is natural or has remained after previous cropping, as in the case of Centaurea
mollis Waldst. & Kit. The material collected has been deposited in KRAM, KTU and WA.



Pedicularis kaufmannii Pinzger Fig. 1.
Progr. Sald. Realsch. Brandenb. 1868: 17.

Syn.: P. comosa L. p.p.; P. comosa auct. non L.; P. campestris auct. polon. non Griseb. 

Pedicularis kaufmannii is morphologically very similar to P. comosa s.l., which is
often split into two subspecies: P. comosa subsp. comosa and P. comosa subsp. campes-
tris (Griseb.) Soó (cf. Mayer 1972).

The main difference between P. kaufmannii and P. comosa s.l. is the shape and length
of the bracts as well as the pubescence of the stem and calyx. Both corolla length and
corolla lip pubescence are definitely of less diagnostic value. Diagnostic features are
compiled in Table 1.

Fig. 1. Pedicularis kaufmannii Pinzger. Phot. I. R. Moraczewski.
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The geographical range of Pedicularis kaufmannii extends from Belorussia, Lithuania
and Latvia in the west to the Urals, West Siberia, the Caucasus and Black Sea in the east.
(Vvedenskij 1955; Kotov 1960; Mayer 1972; Aigare et al. 1985; Prokudyn et al. 1987;
Baleviciene 1992; Ingelög et al. 1993; Sachanka et al. 1993;). The new locality dis-
covered in Poland is about 300 km from the nearest localities in Ukraine (Fig. 2). As
P. kaufmannii occurs in a seminatural plant community where it seems to be well settled
it should probably be treated as a hemiagriophyte (Kornaś 1990). 

Table 1. Differences between Pedicularis kaufmannii Pinzger and P. comosa s.l.

Character

Taxon

P. kaufmannii Pinzger P. comosa L. subsp comosa
P.  comosa L. subsp.

campestris (Griseb.) Soó

stem lanate crispate-pubescent nearly smooth

bracts
almost all pinnatisect, leaf-
like, always exceeding the
flowers

the upper 3-lobed or toothed,
as long as or shorter than
flowers 

the upper 3-lobed or toothed,
shorter than flowers

calyx usually hairy pubescent on the angles glabrous

corolla (pale yellow) 2.6–3.2 cm long 2.5–3.0 cm long 2.0–2.5 cm long

lower lip of corolla sparsely ciliate or glabrous ciliate glabrous 

Fig. 2. Distribution of Pedicularis kaufmannii Pinzger (after Hulten & Fries 1986, modified). ✦ – new locality.
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